Herbert Rowse Armstrong.
Sir H. Curtis Bennett
does upon a criminal charge,  " You prove your case against me
and I am quite content to remain whore I am and to rely on the
statement which I have made " ; but he went at his own desire, and
strong desire, certainly with my approbation, into the box at the
earliest moment during this trial that he could.    Et is quite use-
less, of course, in a case of this sort to go into the whole of a
defence like this at the Police Court.      Once it was clear that this
case had to go for trial there was no great object in prolonging
it there, and it was not prolonged; Mr. Matthews did not cross-
examine the expert witnesses; but at the earliest moment here Major
Armstrong went into the box and told his story.      You are the
judges,  and you only, of facts in this case; you will receive, of
course, the law from my lord, but, as far as facts are concerned,
that is why you are here.   In criminal cases we still have trial by
jury, in civil cases to a great extent trial by jury has disappeared.
Trial by jury means that you, and each of you, have to try the
case as regards the facts,  receiving the law aw it. applies to the
facts from the learned judge, but yours is the rewponsibility, and
yours alone, to deal with the question of fact.    Did not you think
that Major Armstrong gave his evidence in the box like an honest
man?     Do not you think, and I put. this before you as strongly
as I can, that he emerged from four hours, T think it was, of cross-
examination by the Attorney-General absolutely unscathed?     His
story when he came out of the box was the story that he told when
he first went into the box.      His story at the end, after all that
cross-examination, question after question—of course, one welcomes
the questions when the man is being tested; tested as no man has
been tested before—I will not say no man has been tested before,
but no man has ever been tested more thoroughly before than Major
Armstrong was during that four hours.     Was there any difference
in his evidence at the end; was not he at the end, in the beginning,
and in the middle, what you would expect an honest person to bei
It was only in the last few minutes that he was in the witness-bos
that he was asked a number of questions by my lord with which I
am going to deal, that there was anything on which I need com-
ment.    Remember when the Attorney-General is cross-examining,
he is not just cross-examining on the spur of the moment in Court;
he was being cross-examined as the result of a great deal of anxious
thought and consideration; every matter xipon which it was thought
he  should be  tested,   asked questions,  he was  asked  upon.     I
venture to think, it is for you, again remember that it is not for
me to prove his innocence, but in my submission to you Major
Armstrong was an excellent witness.
Now, a word or two about the white arsenic. My lord said
yesterday afternoon that it was difficult to see how the finding of
that white arsenic affected the case, and in which way it affected
it, whether it was for or against. Gentlemen, I ventured to say
then, and would make it quite clear, if it is not already clear to

